
GENERAL ELECTION RESOURCES 
 
The General Election is one of the most important events of 
2010, and as Christians we need to be involved! We have 
an opportunity to be a voice on key issues, to help people 
reflect on the future direction of our country, and to enable 
local communities to hear from their prospective party 
candidates.  
  
BUGB, in partnership with other major church 
denominations, has produced election resources for 
churches. These include introductions to a range of key policy areas and 
guidelines for churches dealing with political extremism. 
 
For more information see the BUGB website (www.baptist.org.uk), or the 
special Churches’ Election Website (www.ctbi.org.uk/427). 

Human Trafficking 
 
The Churches’ Commission for Migrants in Europe (CCME) has published a 
collection of best practice examples from those working  on the issues.  It is 
available from their website: www.ccme.be 
 
The EBF Anti-Trafficking Working Group was established in 
2005 and aims to 

mobilise European Christians to address the issue of 
human trafficking; 
raise awareness of the issue; and to 
build a network among the Unions. 

  
The EBF Anti-Trafficking Resource Books are available at 
www.ebf.org/resources. 

Faith and Unity Department 
Baptist House PO Box 44 

129 Broadway Didcot 
Oxon OX11 8RT 
01235 517726 

faithandunity@baptist.org.uk 
www.baptist.org.uk 

 
For more information on any of these 
issues, please contact Faith and 
Unity: 

Listening to God 

This leaflet introduces the Public Resolutions Session at the Baptist 
Assembly in 2010, and aims to give some ideas on how to engage with 
and respond to the two formal resolutions to be debated.  These 
concern nuclear weapons and the NPT review conference and 
violence and human trafficking.  Both issues reflect our continuing 
commitment to following Jesus in a violent world, seeking the ways 
that make for peace and justice. 

The Decade to Overcome Violence 2001 - 2010:  
Churches Seeking Reconciliation and Peace  
 
calls all the world’s people to engage in violence 
prevention, the pursuit of justice and 
peacemaking. 
 
www.overcomingviolence.org 



NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND THE NPT REVIEW CONFERENCE 
 
Recognising the continuing threat to peace posed by the existence and 
development of nuclear weapons, and the potential significance of the May 
2010 conference to review the Treaty on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT), this Assembly: 

affirms its commitment to uphold the vision of a world free of nuclear 
weapons. 
calls upon the UK Government to join with others in taking 
courageous steps to strengthen the non-proliferation regime and 
build a secure future for all. 
calls upon churches to give support to the ‘Now is the time’ campaign. 

 
Proposer: Craig Gardiner 

Seconder: Norman Kember  
 
In May governments from around the world will come together for a 
conference to review the Treaty on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT). For many reasons this offers a very real opportunity for 
concrete steps to be taken on the path towards a world free of nuclear 
weapons. 
 
Our message is that 

Now is the time for governments to make the use or possession of 
nuclear weapons illegal through a new Nuclear Weapons Convention 
Now is the time to put all bomb-grade material under international 
control 
Now is the time to strengthen the non-proliferation regime and build 
a secure future for all 
Now is the time to make our voice heard.   

 
Please take opportunity to voice your 
opposition to nuclear weapons, perhaps by 
contacting your MP, and by making the NPT 
Conference part of your praying and 
campaigning.  For more information visit: 
www.endnuclearweapons.org.uk.  
 
 

VIOLENCE AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
 
This Assembly affirms those who are part of campaign protests such as 
‘Thursdays in Black’ that witness against abuse and violence, particularly as 
experienced by women and children, and calls on Baptists to look for ways of 
acting in solidarity with such movements.  
 
This Assembly recognises that one severe form of violence is caused by 
human trafficking for economic and sexual exploitation. 
 
This Assembly supports the practical steps being taken by partner 
organisations, including the European Baptist Federation and the Churches’ 
Commission for Migrants in Europe, to help those who are trafficked and 
under threat of being trafficked.  
 

Proposer: Rachel Haig 
Seconder: Tony Peck 

 
 
 
Thursdays in Black 
 
Every Thursday people around the world are invited 
to wear black as a symbol of strength and courage, 
representing our solidarity with victims of violence, 
and demanding a world without rape and violence. 
 
Thursdays in Black campaign protests began in the 
1970s and its roots lie in groups such as Mothers of 
the Disappeared in Argentina. In the 1980s, Thursdays in Black became an 
international human rights campaign supported by the World Council of 
Churches as a peaceful way of saying ‘I support the human right of women to 
live in a world without violence, rape and fear.’  
 
Thursdays in Black encourages everyone (not just women) to wear black 
clothing or simply a campaign badge every Thursday as a sign of their 
support.  
 
 


